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The Mountain View Event Center in
Pocatello had more than 76,000 people visit
the facility in 2017. With several new primary tenants for 2018, operational staff
expect an even bigger second year.

Mountain View
Event Center marks
inaugural year
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POCATELLO — More than 76,000
people visited the Mountain View
Event Center in Pocatello for 64 various events during its inaugural year in
2017.
The MEC hosted seven more events
in its first year than what was projected,
and currently has most weekends
through May booked. But MEC Executive Director Raul Cano said it’s his goal
to find primary tenants and to schedule
an event at the facility every day it’s
open in 2018.
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“I want to highlight
our success but also
get people up here who
haven’t been here,” Cano
said. “We are a multipurpose facility that can host
everything from trade
shows to sporting events.
This really is a community facility that was built
to provide opportunities
for people.”
Operated by the
Pocatello-Chubbuck
Auditorium District, the
40,000-square-foot facility
boasts a 28,000-squarefoot gym floor that
was host to 22 different
volleyball and basketball
tournaments, camps or
leagues last year alone.
Of those events, the
Idaho Prep Basketball
club, Intermountain Volleyball Association, and
Eastern Idaho Volleyball
Association are returning
to the MEC in 2018 as
primary tenants. In addition, the MEC will host
the Rumble in the Jungle
and Idaho State Gymnastics competitions for the
first time this year.
“Our mission here is
to try and bring weekend events that are from
outside of our local community, which we did last
year,” Cano said. “This
provides overnight stays
at hotels, and people will
go out to eat, to shop and
do those types of things.
So this center creates an
economic impact for this
community.”
During the week, the
facility has been used by
several local clubs and
organizations for practice,
including the three high
school basketball teams,

the Idaho State University
men’s and women’s basketball teams, and three
different volleyball clubs
— Idaho Peak, Pocatello
Elite and Club Next.
But it’s not just for
sporting events. Other
events hosted at the MEC
in 2017 included the
Snake River Comic Con,
a wedding reception, an
80th birthday party, the
Lewis Clark Trader Gun
Show and various meetings or parties for local
businesses.
And during the
weekdays when events or
practices aren’t scheduled,
the MEC hosts open
gym for any member of
the community. In 2017,
more than 3,400 people
participated in open gym.
“The cost is $1 for
youth under the age of
16 and $2 for ages 16 and
up,” said MEC Operations
Manager Shelton Robinson. “We host open gym
for the community, but
our priority is to fill the
gym with scheduled practice time for club teams,
little league teams and
high school teams.”
With the goal to bring
even more people to the
MEC in 2018, Cano said
he wants people to know
that the cost to use the
facility is reasonable.
“Some people might
be afraid of the pricing,”
Cano said. “But we visited
other sporting centers
in Tucson and Spokane
and our pricing is either
comparable or lower to
any other event space in
the region. If there is that
thought out there that
people think we are too
expensive then they really
need to contact us or go
online and look at our

pricing.”
Cano continued, “We
have primary tenants like
our club volleyball and
basketball teams and we
offer them a price based
on their commitment.
Those folks are paying
an hourly price but it’s
reduced over the time
they have committed to
be here. We’re looking
for primary tenants that
know they will have a
state-of-the-art facility
to use and we know they
will be here.”
Not only did the MEC
host events that clubs
or organizations paid to
reserve, but the MEC also
hosted 10 community
events for which the facility was donated free of
charge.
Among others, those
events included the
POW/MIA blood drive,
the Play Unplugged
summer youth program
kickoff, a hoops camp for
disabled kids and adults
hosted by ISU basketball
player Hayes Garrity,
and a diaper drive for the
Southeastern Idaho Public Health department.
Meanwhile, several
new updates are planned
in 2018 that are still in
the preliminary planning
stages.
Though 2017 was a major success for the MEC,
according to Cano, 2018
will be even better.
“We appreciate the
community for realizing
this facility is up here
and ready to be used,”
Cano said. “We just want
to thank the folks who
are using the facility and
would like to invite people that haven’t been here
to come up and check out
the facility.”

